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analysis, the Assembly elected itself! The spirit of the
times took possession of Robespierre as he wrote: he
forgot about style and about most of his literary and
classical baggage. In trenchant language he exposed and
stigmatized the manner of election of the Assembly
and called for re-establishment of ancient rights. Most
of all, however, he protested against the treatment of
the peasantry.
We have it on the authority of Taine that out of
every hundred francs earned by the French peasant be-
fore the Revolution, he was permitted to keep only
nineteen. Fourteen went to the lord, fourteen to the
Church, and fifty-three to the King and the King's
government in taxes of all kinds. Robespierre pointed
out that special war taxes were being levied twenty-six
years after the declaration of peace; that the smallest
peasant holding paid from three to four times as much
in taxes as the largest feudal estate; and that notwith-
standing the bankrupt condition of the treasury, large
gifts of money were being made to favourite officials
and their relatives. He painted in lurid colours the
misery and degradation of the peasants and their in-
ability to protest. For if they protested or failed to meet
the crushing charges, what happened? In the dead of
night, by the flare of torches, their wretched hovels
would be invaded by armed men, and they, their wives
and children dragged off to prison. There were times
when the jails of the province were gorged with such
victims, some of them women in a state of pregnancy.
He had thrown down the gage. No one could read
the pamphlet without realizing that here was a man to
be reckoned with. The first edition sold out quickly,
and a second amplified edition was put up for sale. He
had not openly announced himself as a candidate for
the States General, but it was plain that he intended to
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